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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Splaine, Henry, 1837-1922. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 108 
Extent: 1 envelope (4 items) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Henry Splaine Letters. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Donation by the George H. and Laura E. Brown Library (Washington, North 
Carolina), 1998. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Casey E. Davis, June, 2012; updated by Abigail Cramer, 
August, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents Henry Splaine’s request for information from Charles E. 
Flanders and Marion L. Day about Major Luther Day. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection consists of letters from Henry Splaine to Charles E. Flanders and Marion L. Day, 
of Haverhill, Massachusetts, seeking information about Major Luther Day for inclusion in a history 
of the 17th Regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.  The collection also contains a 
photocopy of a newspaper clipping from April 19, 1890, providing information about the 
organization of the 17th regiment.  
 
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 108 - Henry Splaine Letters 
Page 2 of 3 
The regimental history was published in 1911 as Memorial history of the Seventeenth Regiment, 
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry (old and new organizations) in the Civil War from 1861-
1865, issued by the authority of the supervisors, authorized to write and publish the history. 
Written and comp. in part by Thomas Kirwan, ed. and completed by Henry Splaine. (Salem, 
Mass., Pub. for the Committee on History by the Salem Press Co., c1911.) 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Henry Splaine (1837-1922) was a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives in 
1872 and 1873 and editor of the memorial history of the 17
th
 Regiment of the Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry in the Civil War.  Before the Civil War, Splaine was a shoemaker living in 
Haverhill, Massachusetts. In 1861, at the age of 24, he was commissioned into the 17
th
 Regiment 
as 1
st
 Lieutenant.  He was mustered in July of 1861 as Captain and then was commissioned to 
Major in April of 1864.  In July of 1864, he was mustered to Lieutenant Colonel and was mustered 
out July 11, 1865.   
 
Major Luther Day was a trader residing in Haverhill, Massachusetts. In July of 1861, at the age of 
32, Day was mustered as Captain and was then commissioned to Major in December of 1863.  In 
August of 1864, he was mustered out with Field and Staff. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in their original order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
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Conservation Note 
Preservation activities were performed on the collection as follows: 
 The newspaper clipping was photocopied onto acid-free paper and the original has been 
destroyed. 
 
Container List 
 
Item # Description Date 
1 Henry Splaine, Dorchester, Massachusetts. Letter to Charles E. 
Flanders, Esq. Splaine asks for information on Major Luther Day to 
include in the regimental history. 
Nov. 4, 1910 
2 Henry Splaine, Dorchester Massachusetts. Letter to Marion L. Day.  
Splaine offers gratitude for information from Major Day’s wife and 
returns newspaper clipping that she sent to him. 
Dec. 5, 1910 
3 Photocopy of newspaper clipping, possibly from Haverhill Gazette, 
commemorating 29 years since the founding of the 17th Regiment, 
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 
Apr. 19, 1890 
4 Henry Splaine, Dorchester, Massachusetts. Letter to Marion L. Day. 
Describes the completion of the History of the 17th Massachusetts 
Volunteers and the information included in the volume. 
Dec. 15, 1911 
 
